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SUBJ: SAG REMAINS OBDURATE ON PRESS CURBS 
REE: PRETORIA A- 189 

1 . ANY HOPES THAT MIGHT HAVE EXISTED THAT SAG WOULD DRAW BACK 
FROM THREAT TO CURB PRESS DURING 1974 PARLIAMENTARY SESSION 
WERE DASHED OCTOBER 30 WHEN PRIME MINISTER VORSTER SUMMARILY 
REEUSED TO RECEIVE DELEGATION EROM NEWSPAPER PRESS UNION 
(NPU), THE NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING 
HOUSES. 

2. IN LETTER TO L.E.A. SLATER, CHAIRMAN OE ARGUS NEWSPAPER 
GROUP AND PRESIDENT OF NPU, VORSTER SAID SAG'S POSITION WAS 
CLEAR AND NOTHING WAS TO BE GAINED BY FURTHER DISCUSSION. HE 
SAID THAT BECAUSE CERTAIN EDITORS HAD REFUSED TO PRACTICE 
"SELF-RESTRAINT" IN USE OE RACIALLY INELAMMATORY MATERIAL, 
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ZI HAD NO OPTION BUT TO FINALIZE THE CONTEMPLATED LEGISLATION AND 
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TO PROCEED WITH MY PLANS AS ANNOUNCED AT THE 

TRANSVAAL CONGRESS OF THE NATIONALIST PARTY." (TEXT OF LETTER 

BEING POUCHED.) 

3. REACTION TO VORSTER'S REBUFE OE NPU, ESPECIALLY IN 
OPPOSITION POLITICAL CIRCLES AND ENGLISH-LANGUAGE PRESS, 

HAS BEEN HIGHLY CRITICAL. UNITED PARTY (UP) LEADER SIR DE 
VILLIERS GRAAEE SAID REEUSAL TO MEET WITH NPU WAS "INCREDIBLE" 

AND THAT PRESS CURBS COULD HAVE "DEVASTATING REPERCUSSIONS" 

FOR SAG'S INTERNATIONAL IMAGE. DEPUTY LEADER OE 
TRANSVAAL UP DR. GIDEON JACOBS PROMISED THAT UP WOULD EIGHT 
CURBS "TOOTH AND NAIL". PROGRESSIVE PARTY MR MRS. HELEN SUZMAN 
SAID VORSTER "HAD TO BE JOKING" WHEN HE CLAIMED IT NOT HIS 
INTENTION TO SILENCE CRITICS OE SAG. MANAGING DIRECTOR OE 
PERSKOR, ONE OF TWO MAJOR AFRIKAANS PRESS GROUPS, WAS SOMEWHAT 
MORE AMBIVALENT. HE SAID HE APPRECIATED NEED TO CURB IRRESPONSIBLE 
NEWSPAPERS BUT EXPRESSED HOPE THAT NPU ITSELF WOULD BE ALLOWED 
TO DEAL WITH OFEENDERS THROUGH "NEWSPAPER COURT". 

4. COMMENT: THERE SEEMS LITTLE DOUBT, AFTER VORSTER'S REBUEF 
OE NPU, THAT SAG WILL CARRY OUT THREAT TO IMPOSE SOME EORM OE 
PRESS CURBS NEXT YEAR; WHAT FORM REMAINS TO BE SEEN. AND, LIKE 
CURRENT WAVE OE BANNING AND HARASSMENT OE ITS BLACK AND LIBERAL 
OPPONENTS, SAG'S OBDURATE ATTITUDE TOWARD PRESS INDICATES 
OEFICIAL WILLINGNESS TO ACCEPT HIGH LEVEL OE DOMESTIC AND 
INTERNATIONAL CRITICISM IN THE INTERESTS OE INTERNAL 

SECURITY, AS PERCEIVED BY GOVERNMENT. 
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